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SUBJECT: ALASKA HIGHWAY- HAINES RECONSTRUCTION 

DOT PASS LINDBERG 

REF: OTTAWA 2430 

BINKS AT PUBLIC WORKS ADVISED TCO JULY 24 CERTAIN LEGAL 
COMPLICATIONS HAVE ARISEN WHICH RELATE TO THE ABSENCE OF 
CANADIAN FEDERAL JURISDICTION OVER THE 40-MILE HIGHWAY 
STRETCH IN BRITISH COLUMBIA. THESE COMPLICATIONS ARE 
ROOTED IN THE PROVINCIAL CROWN LANDS ACT AND THEY MAKE 
UNLIKELY A SPEEDY AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE FEDERAL AND 
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS. SPECIFICALLY, THERE NOW APPEARS 
TO BE A NEED FOR A PROVINCIAL ORDERIN-COUNCIL TRANSFERRING 
JURISDICTION OVER THE RIGHT OF WAY TO THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT SO THAT CANADA CAN CARRY OUT AN AGREEMENT 
WITH THE USG THAT IT WILL ENTER. MORE MEETINGS BETWEEN 
FEDERAL AND PROVINCIAL OFFICIALS WILL BE REQUIRED BEFORE 
THE QUESTION CAN BE CONSIDERED BY THE PROVINCIAL 
CABINET- WHERE IT IS STILL EXPECTED TO BE NON- 
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THIS CABINET CONSIDERATION WOULD NOT BE LIKELY BEFORE 
LATE SEPTEMBER AT THE EARLIEST. 

JOHNSON 
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